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President’s XV Award Category: More Volunteers

Rugby Organisation Name: Farnham Rugby Football Union Club
Constituent Body: Surrey Rugby

Rugby Organisation Type:
OCIub (adult only) O Club (adult + up to 5 junior teams) @Club (adult + >5 junior teams)

OSchooI O College OUniversity

O Constituent Body O Referee Society QO Other

Rugby Facilities:
O Has use of pitches only Has use of club house, changing rooms &O Has use of pitches and changing
pitches rooms only

Nominator’s Name: Steve Tomlinson
Position within club: Chairman of Minis and Juniors Section

Contact details: 14 Hop Garden Road, Hook, Hampshire, RG27 9TS

Telephone number(s): 07929 892820

Email address: stevetomlinson@lineone.net

In no more than 500 words, provide details of the project and why you think this project
should be recognised. Models of good practice are published to benefit the whole game, so please
include details of...
What did your team of volunteers do to qualify for this President’s XV Award category?
Why did the rugby organisation elect to go down this particular path?
Was there an individual who instigated the project or played a major role in driving it forward?
What were the most important factors which delivered your success?
What were the key elements you had to overcome?
How were the rest of the rugby organisation involved and how did they support the project?
What advantages to rugby and the club were delivered by the project (e.g. more players, more
matches, better quality experience, more sustainable etc)?
How you are building on your success to make sure it is delivers continuing benefits?
Do you have up to two photographs to illustrate your nomination and the people involved?




Why are you nominating this project?

Farnham Rugby Football Club in Surrey would like to nominate the record breaking mini's tour for the
President's XV Award in the More Volunteers category. When anyone at the Farnham club tells people
outside the club that you are going on tour with 673 children and their families, the reaction is always one
of disbelief and admiration.

Like many rugby clubs, Farnham organise annual tours for different sections of the club. However, what
has developed with the Minis section [aged under 7 to under 12] of the club is, by all accounts,
extraordinarily unusual on this scale and perhaps quite unique in the rugby world.

In 2006, these young Minis went on an impressive tour to Biarritz in France, followed in 2007 by a tour to
Exmouth, managing to take a party of 410. What started to happen thereafter was that each chairman and
organising committee tried to outdo the previous one friendly competition off the field as well as on it!
More important than that, the children, parents and volunteers wanted to be part of the big and growing
adventure.

In 2008, the club led a party of 513 to Somerset. In 2009, the club's managers and volunteers exceeded
that size of party from the club on a tour to South Wales with 564, and in 2010, the club's volunteers led a
party of 650 to Exmouth. In 2011 you've guessed it, it was overtaken again. The volunteers led a party
of 673 to Dunvant and south Wales.

There has been a proud tradition of the U10's - the pivotal age group in the Mini/Junior section -
organising the entire tour. The tour generates more active volunteers for that age group [and the club]
going forward. The benefit of engaging so many volunteers and parents on a tour of this scale is that they
not only help put together a safe and fun tour, but once you have them “on board' they are often prepared
to help out again, often by supporting the administration of the minis and junior sections of the club,
sometimes in terms of ‘succession planning' and often in terms of joining the ‘theme teams' the club
initiates to promote and manage the many activities necessary to be a successful and welcoming club. As
the brochure demonstrates, there are plenty of local businesses in Farnham who have sponsored the tour.
A whole community working in partnership.

The mini's tour at Farnham is not just a rite of passage for the younger players and their families; it has
now become a pivotal part of the club's strategic "volunteer' plan going forward.

So, if the mission of the tour is, firstly, to deliver the key aims centred on ‘rugby, family and fun' for junior
club members starting out in the game and, secondly, for Farnham Rugby club [with their host clubs] to be
great ambassadors for the game of rugby, and thirdly, to encourage more volunteers to be involved with
the club, we think "‘mission accomplished'. Altogether, this may be unique.

[also sent as hard copy to RFU with tour brochure, which includes photos, and press cutting]

Please return the form to Rugby House, Twickenham stadium, 200 Whitton Road, Twickenham,
TW2 7BAor e-mail recognition@therfu.com

Email your nomination
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